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How to Create a Household Inventory 

1. Gather your Product Manuals 
a. The product manuals will be very helpful in filling out the Household Inventory Worksheet. 

 
2. Photograph or Videotape all walls in your home that have home furnishings. 

a. If using a video with an audio recorder or a tape recorder, you can verbally describe the contents as 
you go room by room. Photograph open closets, cabinets, cupboards, and drawers. For insurance 
purposes, take close-ups of unique or expensive items to document their existence and condition. Date 
the photographs and use them to show all furniture, furnishings, accessories, and other items—large 
and small—in the room.  Have someone help you by holding items, opening doors and drawers to make 
sure you get a complete record. 

3. Complete the Household Inventory Worksheet 
a. Fill out worksheet as much as possible 
b. Use your product manuals to help fill out the worksheet. 
c. Tips for filling out the Worksheet: 

i. Include original Cost (Not including shipping or finance charges) 
1. If repairs/alterations have been completed on the item, the cost should be the item’s 

corresponding value. 
ii. Remember date purchased.  If you can’t remember the exact date, a month and year should 

suffice. 
iii. Be as specific as possible! 

1. Furniture: Include the color, wood type, and size. 
2. Appliances: Include the manufacturer, model, serial number, and size. (This is where 

the product manuals can help) 
iv. Antiques, Art & Collectables: 

1. Get an expert’s appraisal to determine their worth. 
2. These items could be covered by a “floater” or “rider” to a property insurance policy 

that will cover the actual worth of the item.  This will add a nominal premium cost, 
but should be considered for insurance coverage of valuable items. 

v. Items to include: 
1. Silverware  
2. Linens  
3. Clothing  
4. Jewelry  
5. Small electric appliances  
6. Tools  
7. Office equipment  
8. Recreation equipment  
9. Items normally stored in the garage, basement, or out-buildings  
10. Equipment/Furnishings stored at school/work/or other facilities 

 
4. Store/Secure the Household Inventory Worksheet & Product Manuals 

a. Make a copy of your Household Inventory Worksheet 
i. Place Original in your Organizer along with video/pictures on a CD or zip drive. 

ii. Place copy along with video or pictures in a secure place  
1. Safety Deposit Box, or somewhere you trust 

b. Store product manuals in a filing cabinet or secure place. 
i. Product Manuals often times have warranty information that can be valuable if an item stops 

working.  We suggest keeping these manuals together in order for easy access when a 
product does not work. 
 

5. Mark your calendar to update Inventory in 6 months or 1 year (or) update as you purchase items. 
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Household Inventory Locations 

 
In this section, list information about where you keep your household inventory documents and 

supporting information such as photographs, videos, or CDs. 

 
Home computer user name: ______________________________________________________________________________________  

 
Home computer password: _______________________________________________________________________________________  

 
Electronic file name:  ______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Copy #1 location: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
Copy #2 location: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
Video or CD location: ___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Photos Location: _______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Print your Household Inventory Form several times to complete your household 

inventory.   
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Household Inventory Checklist 

The following checklist may help you make a complete inventory of each room. 
 
For Every Room: 

 
 Furniture 
 Floor coverings 
 Window treatments 
 Accessories and lighting fixtures 

 
Living Room: 

 
 Fireplace equipment  
 Accessories and fine arts  
 Entertainment equipment 

 
Kitchen and Utility: 

 Major appliances  
 Large equipment 
 Portable electric equipment  
 Food preparation equipment  
 Baking equipment 
 Top-of-stove equipment  
 Cleaning equipment  
 Laundry equipment  
 Flatware and glassware  
 Supplies 

 
Family Room, Den, or Office: 

 Computer 
 Entertainment equipment 
 Bar and bar accessories 
 Desk equipment and accessories 
 Recreational equipment 

 
Dining Room:  

 Tableware Linens 
 Dishes and glasses 
 Silverware 

 
Hallway and Linen Closet 

 Linens 
 Extra pillows and quilts 

 
 
 

 
 
Each Bedroom: 

 Linens 
 Personal electric appliances 
 Jewelry 
 Electronic and computer equipment 

 
Each Bathroom:  

 Linens and supplies  
 Personal electric appliances 

 
Clothing for All Family Members 
  
Other Special Items: 

 Books 
 Works of art 
 Phonograph records, tapes, CDs 
 Jewelry Antiques 

Collections 
 Photographic equipment 

 
Garage, Cellar, Workroom, Auxiliary Buildings 
 

Miscellaneous: 
 

 Baby/children’s 
equipment/furniture 

 Health care equipment  
 Exercise equipment  
 Luggage 
 Office equipment 
 Recreational, hobby, leisure equipment 
 Sewing equipment and supplies  
 Outdoor/patio equipment/furniture  
 Lawn/garden equipment 
 Workshop equipment  
 Heating/cooling equipment  
 Musical instruments 
 Play equipment 
 Guns, hunting and fishing equipment 
 Water treatment equipment 
 Camping and boating equipment 
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Household Inventory Form 
Room: ___________________________________       Page: ___________ 

Date completed: _____________________________ 

 
Item* Date purchased Purchase Price Location of receipt, 

Photo, Etc. 
Sample: TV Set, Sony Model ###, Serial #, condition 12/20/2004 $450 Home file - electronics 

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
*List the item and provide a short description, such as the name of the manufacturer, the model, serial 

number, and information regarding conditions, color, etc.  Add as many pages as necessary. 
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Household Inventory Form 
Room: ___________________________________       Page: ___________ 

Date completed: _____________________________ 

 
Item* Date purchased Purchase Price Location of receipt, 

Photo, Etc. 

    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
    
*List the item and provide a short description, such as the name of the manufacturer, the model, serial 

number, and information regarding conditions, color, etc.  Add as many pages as necessary. 

 


